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As summer approaches (finally!) and the end of the school year is almost here, there are many events that 

recognize student achievement taking place throughout the district. There are too many to list, but here is a 

sample of the events: 

 
Sault High School Academic Awards  Malcolm High School Native American Awards 

Career Center Awards      Middle School Academic Achievement Awards 

Sault High Native American Awards  Evening with the Arts 

Malcolm High School Graduation   Sault High School Graduation 

 
Additionally, each of the elementary schools has an honors program during which students are recognized for 

their academic achievements and citizenship. 

These activities provide the families, teachers, and administrators with opportunities to celebrate the many 

wonderful accomplishments of the students. While in one of our elementary classrooms earlier this year, I 

asked a second grader about the work she was doing. She did her best to explain it and concluded by saying, 

“School can be hard!” She wasn’t complaining; rather she was just expressing her honest thoughts, as second 

graders often do. I think of this young student’s comment often as I listen to the accomplishments of our 

students during these recognition events. She is right – school can be hard, which is another reason that we as 

a community should, and do, recognize and appreciate the accomplishments of our students whenever 

possible.  

At this time of the year, we also recognize teachers and staff who have distinguished themselves during the 

school year. The Sault Schools Employee of the Year for the 2012 – 2013 school year is Del Craven, who 

teaches PE and English at the middle school. Del is involved in many building activities and also serves as the 

Varsity Wrestling Coach. He is a very worthy recipient of this award and a great member of our staff. 

Congratulations to Del! 

Annually, the district and the Sault Rotary Club recognize a secondary teacher and an elementary teacher for 

their contributions to the students in the district. The award is named in honor of Bill Poppink, former 

Superintendent of Schools and long-time member of Rotary. This year’s secondary recipient is Chris 

Chenoweth, who teaches band/music at the high school and middle school. The elementary recipient is 

Symantha Morley, who teaches Kindergarten at Soo Township School. Congratulations to both! 

Enjoy your summer! 

        Dr. Tim Hall, Superintendent  

Congratulations Class of 2013! 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
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Soo Township Science Fair 

Soo Township recently had 17 students participate in a Soo 
Township Science Fair and competed at the EUP Regional 
Science Fair. This is the first time we offered this 
opportunity to all grade levels and are very pleased with the 
number of students that completed projects.   
 
Students that participated are:  Cale Bell, Danica 
Bergeron, Helena Bishop, Slayden Bishop, Randen Blair, 
Drew Fabry, Asa Frush, Tyler Gibbons, Wyatt Gibbons,  Joy 
Marie Lefebre, Shellsea Lefebre, Hannah Maurer, Alexandra 
Menard, Alyssa Morley, Kare Rin, Htaw Thida, Zachary 
Wilcox, 

Pictured to the left is Mrs. Morley’s Kindergarten Class at 
Soo Township.  Her class took first place at the EUP 
Regional Science Fair. Representing the class is Cale Bell, 
Drew Fabry, Danica Bergron, Randen Blair, and Wyatt 
Gibbons. 

EAT BREAKFAST AT SCHOOL! 

School breakfast participation improves children’s 

nutrition. 

 School breakfast participants are more likely to 
consume diets that are adequate or exceed standards for 
important vitamins and minerals (e.g., vitamin C, 
vitamin A, calcium, phosphorous). 

 Breakfast improves school performance. Research 
shows that eating school breakfast improves math and 
reading scores in addition to decreased discipline 
problems.  Students are less likely to miss class or be 
tardy and visits to the school nurse are decreased as 
well. 

 Eating breakfast regularly has been linked with greater 
intake of fiber, calcium, iron, vitamin C, and other 
vitamins and minerals, and 
lower intake of fat, 
cholesterol, and sodium. 

 Children who participate in 
school breakfast are more 
likely to consume fruit and 
milk at breakfast. 

 

Sault Area Middle School Video Productions 
2012-2013  

Students have been working hard to create a 
consistent and creative Announcement Show, 
airing everyday in all classrooms from 9:55-
10:10. 

Students have created Healthy Tips/Kitchen 
Safety Tips-Videos, edited/scripted commercials 
for SAMS and local events, work with the 
community: film/edit for War Memorial Hospital/
Staff Development, Soo Co-Op Credit Union-
Banking Tips, Lincoln School Fun Day, 
Kindergarten Round Up, and Lip Sync Videos.   

Another project was a Video Contest "Make a 
Play for Healthy Habits", sponsored by Blue 
Cross Blue Shield.  They placed in the top 5 
Videos!  We didn't win the prize of having 
Matthew Stafford come to our school for an 
assembly but, we will enter again next year! 

Go to our SAMS website home page and check 
out their most recent video work! 

http://sault.eup.k12.mi.us/saultams  

 Development and use of creative teaching methods that 
interest students in history and help them make exciting 
discoveries about the past. 

 Exemplary commitment to helping students develop their 
interest in history and recognize their achievements. 

Mrs. Kronemeyer is now in contention for the National 
award.  The winners of the national awards will be selected 
from among the state awardees. 

Patricia Behring Teacher of the Year Award 
Mrs. Heather Kronemeyer of Sault Area Middle School was 
named the junior level state award winner for the Patricia 
Behring Teacher of the Year Award. This award is presented to 
one middle school social studies teacher for the entire state of 
Michigan. A teacher receiving this award has excelled in the 
following areas: 
 

http://sault.eup.k12.mi.us/saultams
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Lincoln Elementary School Playground 

The Lincoln PTO has been working to increase their savings account with the vision of new playground 

equipment for students.  To date, the PTO has raised $22,000 for the project. The PTO and staff of Lincoln Elementary 

believe, and current research supports, that there are many benefits to students having quality playtime at recess. 

Research indicates that play provides students with an opportunity to use their physical, intellectual, and emotional 

capabilities as well as their imagination.   

Childhood obesity has tripled over the last two decades. Unfortunately, physical education classes alone cannot 

meet the Surgeon General’s recommended target of sixty minutes of activity each day.  With an improved playground, 

the students would be able to meet this target by including the time spent on the playground during recess. The physical 

benefit of quality playtime during recess addresses one facet of childhood obesity.  The intellectual benefit of quality 

playtime during recess is that recess provides an opportunity for students to expend some excess energy and enable them 

to return to class ready to learn.  The emotional benefit of quality playtime during recess is to provide the students with 

an opportunity to interact with other students in a less structured setting.  The students learn and practice how to share, 

wait their turn, and interact with students 

from classes other than their own.   

The playground at Lincoln Elementary School 

needs to be improved. The playground was 

originally built more than fifty years ago. The 

playground equipment no longer meets the 

needs of the students and safety is a concern. 

Our maintenance department has worked very 

hard to continuously repair the aging 

equipment to keep it safely functional for the 

students.  Unfortunately, we have had to 

remove several pieces of playground 

equipment over the past few years as they 

were beyond repair of being functional and 

safe, this has created too few pieces of 

equipment for the number of students. 

The PTO has plans to build the playground in phases.  Phase one of the project will cost $75,000.  It is the vision 

of the PTO that the playground at Lincoln Elementary School would be open to the community.  Since Lincoln 

Elementary school is easily accessible to the heavily populated residential area of our city, the playground would provide 

a safe, educational and functional place for the school/community to utilize.  This would be the perfect location for 

family gatherings for all community members when school is not in session. 

In the upcoming months, the PTO will be conducting more fundraisers as well as visiting various community 

organizations that may be interested in assisting with the playground. Please consider supporting the Lincoln PTO’s 

efforts to Build a Playground/Build a Dream. Please contact Lincoln School at 635-6620 for more information. 

8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip 

Ms. Kenn and Mrs. Kronemeyer took 18 eighth 
grade students to Washington D.C. the last weekend 
of March. They spent 4 days touring our nation’s 
capital. Some of the sites included the National 
Cathedral, Arlington National 
Cemetery, Mount Vernon, 
National Zoo, Holocaust 
Museum, and all of the 
monuments. 
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Pete Donnelly 
 

If the thought of a fresh Lake Superior whitefish dinner makes your mouth water, you 

have probably been to the Cozy Inn Restaurant in Brimley and know owner Pete 

Donnelly.  Only the 3rd owner in its 75 year history, Pete is always visible making 

rounds from table to table to say hello and converse with his dinner guests.  Dinner at 

the Cozy is not complete without a personal visit from Pete Donnelly. 

 

Donnelly began his education at Lincoln Elementary and was a 1960 graduate of 

Sault High School.  His graduating class was the first Sault High class to exceed 200 

students (202).  Pete enjoyed his years as a student in the Sault Public Schools.  “We 

grew up in a great era.  Students had a progressive attitude and didn’t require much 

motivation to get involved.” 

 

The late 1950’s were also known for great Sault High sports.  A.J. Van Citters, Woody Ludwig, Rudy Mosca, 

and Sam Dubow were all coaches and teachers that played roles in Pete’s development as a student and athlete.  

“We had a lot of respect for our teachers and coaches.  You did what they said to do.”  Donnelly was the point 

guard for the 1959 Sault High boy’s basketball team.  This team, widely regarded as the greatest boy’s 

basketball team ever to play for Sault High, lost to Holly in the state semi-final at Michigan State University’s 

Jenison Fieldhouse before a crowd of 7,000 fans.  Pete attributes much of his work ethic to physical education 

teacher and coach Woody Ludwig.  “Coach Ludwig was so well organized and was a fierce competitor.  In ’59 

we would scrimmage the Soo Tech men’s team.  The gym would be closed to spectators to keep it private but 

we would have actual referees and a scorekeeper.  We won many of those scrimmages.”  Sault High’s home 

games were a tough ticket to come by back then.  “You had better get there by the start of the JV game or you 

weren’t going to get in.” 

 

Pete reminisces about the basketball road trips as well.  “We had a game in Ishpeming and spent the night at a 

local motel.  Anatomy of a Murder was about to be filmed in the area and as we were leaving the motel, Jimmy 

Stewart and the rest of the cast were moving in.” 

 

Pete’s career in business started while delivering oil for Donnelly Oil, his mother’s business.  After founding 

Chippewa Motors with Walt Hank in 1967 he moved to Brimley in 1970 and purchased the Brim-O-Bay 

Motel.  In 1988 he became the new owner of the Cozy Inn. 

 

What does it take to achieve a successful career?  “It depends on how you want to rate success.  You don’t 

have to have a college degree and a white-collar job to be successful.  Many students are neglecting the trades 

and there are great opportunities out there.  Industrial arts is a great path to take.” 

 

Pete lives in Brimley with his wife Elaine (Mannisto) Donnelly.  “We sat beside each other in high school 

homeroom for four years and got married 26 years later.”  Pete has two daughters, Kathleen of Gaylord and 

Kelly of Brimley, and 8 grandchildren. 
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Charles Zenzen 
 

“A doctor.”  That was the answer given to Mr. Pianosi in 6th grade at Bruce Township 
School when he asked young Charlie Zenzen what career he planned on pursuing.  
And that was the same answer given every time that question was asked from that 
point on.  To have a career dream in elementary school is fairly common for students; 
a professional athlete, a CEO, a lawyer, a doctor, etc.   However, to have the focus and 
determination to achieve that career goal is not as common.  Not so for Dr. Charles 
Zenzen. 

 

 After graduating as valedictorian from Sault High in 1991, Zenzen graduated Summa 
Cum Laude with a BA in biology from Albion College.  He graduated from Wayne 
State University’s School of Medicine and in 2003 completed his residency in 
ophthalmology at the Detroit Medical Center – Kresge Eye Institute.  Today Dr. 
Charles Zenzen is an ophthalmic physician and surgeon with Bay Eye Care Center in 

Bay City, Michigan.  He treats adult and pediatric medical and surgical diseases of the eye including cataracts, 
glaucoma, macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, dry eye, strabismus, and amblyopia. 

 

Zenzen looks back fondly at his education in the Sault Public Schools.  “I had a great educational experience 
in the Sault Public Schools.  The education I received there laid the foundation for my success in my future 
academic endeavors.  Bruce Township School was like a family to me.  I was taught the importance of 
education at an early age and Richard Beacom was an outstanding principal.   It would be unfair of me to 
single out any influential teachers since every one played a crucial role in my educational experience, but 
suffice it to say that without them I most certainly would not have developed the study habits needed to 
survive the twelve years of higher education required to become an ophthalmic surgeon.   For this I owe a debt 
of gratitude to the education I received in the Sault Area Public Schools.” 

 

Many students today have an interest in pursuing medicine as a career.  Zenzen encourages students to follow 
in his footsteps.  “Medicine is an outstanding profession. The 
road to becoming a physician is certainly not for the faint of 
heart but it is well worth it in the end.  There are precious few 
careers that afford one the opportunity to positively impact the 
lives of so many like a career in medicine.  Of course doing 
well in school and scoring well on standardized tests is 
important to the process but more important is a true 
motivation to help others.” 

 

Even though much of his time is spent with patients, the 
former Sault High cross-country runner and baseball stolen 
base record holder still finds time to stay in shape and pursue 
his outside interests of running, mountaineering, rock 
climbing, and photography.  He recently reached the summit 
of Washington’s Mt. Rainier in 2010 and Wyoming’s Grand 
Teton in 2012.   

 

He lives in Bay City with his wife Wanda, step-children Sid 
(19 yrs.), Mimi (18 yrs.), and daughter Abigail (8 yrs.). 
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Michigan History Day State Competition 
 

The following students represented Washington School at the Michigan History Day Competition held at 
Saginaw Valley State University on April 27. 

 

Hannah DeNuccio-McShane competed in the Youth 
Website division and her project was Women in Combat. 
 
Katherine Marger competed in the Youth Website 
division and her project was How 9/11 Effected the Sault 
Ste. Marie’s Security and Borders. 
 
Caitlyn Scornaiencki competed in the Youth 
Documentary division and her project was The Soo 
Locks: How They Changed Shipping Forever. 

Katherine placed 1st in the youth website division and 
Caitlyn placed 3rd in the youth documentary division. 
 
Pictured left to right: Hannah DeNuccio-McShane, 
Katherine Marger, and Caitlyn Scornaiencki. 
 
Congratulations to the Soo Township students that competed at the Michigan History Day State Finals. The 
results of students that placed are as follows: 
 

4th Grade-Papers-1st Place-Bonnie Li-The Wright Brothers Inspiring Invention 

4th Grade-Group Exhibit-2nd Place-Hannah Coneset, and Makayla Frappier-Franklin's Flashy Lightning Rod 

5th Grade-Individual Websites-3rd Place-Dillon Curtis-Turning Points in How Wars are Fought 

5th Grade-Group Performance-2nd Place-Faith Cryderman, Onelle Cryderman, Hailey Fetterhoff, Taylor 

Zoerner-Amelia Earhart 

Spotlight Designer 

For this school year, the Spotlight has been created in Mrs. Diane 
Harrington's BMMT-Administrative Services course by senior Shelby 
Fitzpatrick.  Shelby has done an excellent job with this daunting 
task.  During the year, five issues were printed.  Shelby went above and 
beyond to make sure deadlines were met and the quality of this project 
was excellent. Shelby is the daughter of Jerry and Stacy 
Fitzpatrick.  She will be attending Grand Rapids Community College 
majoring in Business Management.  Thank you Shelby on a job well 
done!! 
 

SHACC New Services 
 
Sault Area Public Schools is excited to announce dental services are now 
being offered through the SHACC.  Sault Area Middle School, Sault Area 
High School, and Malcolm High School students may now receive dental 
services.  These services include: x-rays, cleanings, sealants, fluoride 
treatments, fillings, and extractions. SHACC encourages appointments for 
routine care; however walk-in appointments will be honored for students 
experiencing oral health problems. 
 
Dr. Lori McMurray and her staff are available during the school year as well 
as during the summer months.  Her staff will be available on both Tuesdays 
and Thursdays to provide service to students.  
 
For questions or to set a dental appointment for your student please call (906) 
635-3839, ext 5893. 
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Sault Area Career Center BPA Has Excellent Year 

Sault Area Career Center's Business Professionals of America Chapter has just finished its most 
successful year.  Starting with 96 students at the regional level, 59 competing at the state level, and 24 
competing at the national level have been record breaking numbers.  Recently, 24 students traveled to 
Orlando, FL to compete at nationals.  Twenty-one students earned a top 10 spot in the nation in their 
competition, earning 16 awards.  In addition, 12 students obtained Microsoft Office Specialist 
Certifications in 17 areas.   

Michigan BPA surpassed other states to win the most awards at the 2013 Business Professionals of 
America National Leadership Conference in Orlando, Florida on May 8-12, 2013. Approximately 5,400 
participants from more than 28 states and the territory of Puerto Rico attended the conference. Michigan 
had 554 participants in attendance. Michigan State Advisor, Maurice Henderson stated, “The Secondary 
Awards session was dominated by Sault Area Career Center.”   Advisors for the chapter are Cindy Zain, 
Heather Suggitt, and Diane Harrington.  

2013 BPA National Winners 

Courtney Shier-1st Place Advanced Interview Skills, 7th place Legal Office Procedures 

Miranda Bunker-2nd place Advanced Office Systems and Procedures and 10th place Insurance 
Concepts 

Katlyn Moran--2nd Place Advanced Spreadsheet Applications 

Brenja Besteman-10th place Advanced Word Processing Skills 

Abby Lucas-4th place Economic Research Project Individual 

Lauren Gee-9th place Entrepreneurship 

Erica Sauro-4th Place Fundamental Word Processing Skills 

Anna Harrington-8th Place Fundamental Word Processing Skills 

7th Place Global Marketing Team-Treyce Sanderson, Diego Wilhelms, Josh Scott and Anna 
Harrington 

Logan Methner-6th Place Insurance Concepts 

Jesse Swailes-9th Place Integrated Office Applications 

Katie Nicholls-7th place Medical Office Procedures 

1st Place Website Design Team-Mathis Muller, Savanna Pinkoski, Len Desormeau 

Anna Olson was 3rd place for MOS PPT exam--she won a kindle fire from Certiport 

 

Congratulations students on your success and for representing our school, district, and community 
with such distinction at the regional, state, and national levels. 
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NOTICE 

Sault Area Public Schools policy prohibits discrimination because of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability.  Any person who 
believes he or she has been discriminated against in any activity should 
immediately contact Mr. Steve Gordon, Director of Human Resources & 
Operations, Sault Ste. Marie Area Public Schools, 876 Marquette St., 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 906/635-3839 Ext. 5011, who is 
designed the School District’s Coordinator and Chief Compliance Of-
ficer. 
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NOTICE 

Under the No Child Left Behind Legislation governing federally funded 
education programs, parents may contact the Human Resources office for 
information on the education and certifications of teachers and para-
professionals who work with their children.  The office is located at 876 
Marquette St., Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 906-635-3839 Ext. 
5011. 

Sault Area Public Schools 
876 Marquette Avenue 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 

Postal Customer 

Team Jessica 

On  May 6, 2013, three schools came together to support Jessica Jorgensen, a sophomore at Sault Area High 

School. Jessica is currently battling Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia, and has been out of school since Spring 

Break. To show support for their friend, the three schools that Jessica attended dressed in orange or their Team 

Jessica Shirt. The schools were: Soo Township, Sault Area Middle School, and Sault Area High School.  

(Pictured are Sault Area High School students) 


